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. essence. He sits there in Washington still, like God Himself injli&g"rﬁéngli?-’c%iﬁ?
. . :! . ) %O [ uS [ y

' g
..,»a?twmm ) \

jconograpny asiae, Abranam me’;bln was a man of h-{g time and {}Iﬂfice AR
. . gtation, He-was not a passionate freedom fighter ora believeriii the ‘e‘c’ﬁfaliﬁg'/ of all’
‘ men of all races. Lincoln’s own words pelie his latter-day l'eputatidn. Tn hi€ series
of seven stump debates with Stephen:Douglas for the latter’s senatorial 'seat in
1858, the tall man won rauch applause for declaring his vnequivocal opposition o
social and potitical equality for blacks. He did not approve of their voting., Or
holding office. Or serving on juries. O to be sure, marrying whites. He favored
their ultimate resettlernent back in Africa, but so long as they remained in America
., there must be the position of supetior and inferior, and T as much as'any other
- nan am in favor of having the supérior'position dssigned to the white race.” In the
~ White House, he héld to his views. He fold a delegation of visiting free black lead-
ers that _ig;m_ﬂtmiisssjﬁdgment most white Americans did not want the black man 0
- yemgini on thgffféﬁf‘ji‘éé‘.“His‘opposition;'gib slavery and its cruelties was firm, but he
' care into the prgsidency‘"emphasiiingf that he had no wish to end the practice
'wllhei"c:_,it prevailed———onl‘y fo preveiit its spread. His entire purpose was o preserve:
he Utiion, But the South- was unified and militant, the North divided and urjcei- -’
tain. Lincoln was 2 minority President,-a nobody-much from out of the West, and
homiely as sin. A fratricidal war to keep the long-sparring halves of the country :
togethéi;"was beyond the endurance of a badly splintered slectorate, thé, South. -
~assunied: Preservation of the Union was simply too abstract a’ ground to fight
-ipon, and 80'it would be a swift and successful rebellion, after which the Confed-
- eracy and the Union might deal with one another as equals. b '
* But it soofl pecarne clear.that it woild not be a shoxt contest. The South had 2
mission and better gonerals. The Noith had far more people and money. Lincoln’s
‘méiderate position on the aims of the war gave way as the ghastly killing mounted..
Sifice).at, botfom, the black man was tHe issue, he would have to be:freed if a'war:
of this Magnitude were t0 be morally justified. Lincoln proposed: gi'":c;;pi{'stitutio‘nal
amendment to accomplish the task. It:provided for gradual, voluntary emancipa-
fion, culminating no later than the year 1900. The s;lavehc)ldi_ng‘ states would
administer the process themselves, ang the federal govemment would cooperate
in re';imbursiug slaveholders for the 1dss of thejr mortal property and in helping
colonize the fgé;ed slaves. But t“rgeygéyin;:y was moving SWi\fPlX; gg}éxl far .11{1_;91',3 radical :
view of the issue. Lincoln’s amendment was not seriously entertained by Con- }
. gress. He Ac.éqldwr\)qt hold the ann—slavgsry forces in check. Men.’s}'gés'siig;hs, rose with ,
the body count. The war had passed the stage of a police. action. The next step =.

‘ »?

- would mOje__:‘c};e_sides beyond any hope of reconciliation. ..

. e B
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", “Hedelayed it as long as.he could. He twice overrulpd,ﬁe}’ci“c'ofgnmanders who .
had issued edicts of abolition in their war zones. He pondered the obviously frou-
bling matter of constitutional authority for the step. The Constitution had left the

lawfulness of slavery up to the separate states. The qx}ly"lgéal groggd Lincoln

could plausibly stand on in.jssuing the Hmancipation Proclamation was that of
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war-emergency power in his role as- cbmrnander-m chief, and so he used it on the
ﬁrst day of the year 1863: Technically, it'is trae, it did ‘hot ‘frée' anybody within
meoln s territorial command, It applied only to thosé slaves in rebe] states,
excludmg parts of Virginia and Louisiana then under Union control. It did not
mentlon the. rest of the Union, for there would haye been no military justification
fofr such a, step But it did confirm what was happening on. the baitlefield: it for-
mally mvrted freed slaves to.join the Unlon army-—a step they had taken nght
along o e s by A gl e e
. Emanmp'ttron as a war measure only would npt sufﬁce, and for the better part
of the TexXt two, years, Congress debated the wordlng and 1mpltcatrons of a consti-
tutronal amendment to free the slaves. forever What rtghts were 0. be enjoyed by
the fr eedmen? Were, fhey to becorne crt1zens like any other desprte thelr obvious
d1sab111t1es? Was there perhaps some 1ntermed1ate stage of crtrzenshrp through
whrch the black pecple onght to gvolye? Frorn the language of the Thirteenth
Amendment as finally proposed by resolutlon of Congress on the last day of Janu- -
ary 1865 such questlons seem nof to have been confronted' :

. ..«Au v Hs s

.t.,l_-um:.z S

‘ SECTION L. Ne1ther slavery nor 1nvoluntary servrtude except as a pumsh-
ment for crime whereqf the t'y‘ shall have been duly convrcted shall exist

Bl

w1th1n the Un1ted States or any place subJect to therr Jurlsdlctron.

X

'SECTION 2 Congress shall have power to enforce this artrcle by appx opri-
‘ afe leglslatlon. o
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' In fact the sweep of the amendment had been debated endlessly, and the pre-
\aatlmg v1ew was that by emanmpatton, every freed black man would stand equal
'before the law wrth Very . white one——except in, the matter of voting. Even the
_rnost radrcal of the Repubhcans ancl abolmonlsts not excludmg Horace Greeley.
' and erham Lloyd Garrrson, were not willing to go that fa1 By the second section
‘ of the amendment ICongress was ernpowered to take actrve steps agamst any state
‘ that perpetuated the practlce of slavery or the depnvatxon of nghts resultmg from
; it Opponents Of the amendment were left shaken by the very swesp of the meas:
diite, It would revolduomze ‘the Const1tut10n, not amend it, they said, 1t was’; a,
holesale, unwarrantable 1nvas10n of the nghts of the states and a grievous exten-
sion of the poWer of the central government beyond any bounds ever envisioned
for it. The entire ‘federal compact was unpenled by the step Yet it} assed Con-
gress overwhelrnmgly ‘and was ratrﬁed within ten months by twenty seven states,
- The niceties of the thus redefined federal compact were dwarfed by the enormity
of the conflict JUSt ended, And'so the law of the land seventy etght yeais after it
yas first drawn, now held that the black man was ﬁve-ﬁftbs of a human being.
Beyond that, the langlage itself did not go, whatever the franers and 6pponents of
the new amendment chose to read into it in the eatly months of 1865
H
Ranged against fhose few words or paper were two centuries of custom. The °
black man was clearly going' to need help to make hiis freedom a fact as well as a
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right. He could scarcely lqok for that help from the people who had subjugated
Jhim, and so he looked North. and to the Yankee troops in his midst.

Soon after passing the Thirteenth Amendment, Congress took the first step, It
was a modest one, given tlie size of the problem presented by the sudden casting

- adrift of four million black souls with very few pennies to their namies, It was a

‘new creature of the War Department and.its manifold functions were reflected in
its inelegant name: The Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands—
for short, the Freedmen’s Bureau, Upon it was heaped an unimaginable number of
 chiores: provision of food, clothing, and medical care for refugees bothi white and

wblack, their resettlement on abandoned or confiscated lands ‘where available; over-
 seeing the transition of freedmen to the status of workingmen with full contractual
. rights in dealing with landlords; and the establishment of schools to achieve at
" least marginal literacy as rapldly and as widely as possible. The bureau was given
one year to function after the war ended and very meager funding. But it was a

* start, at Jeast—a place for the bewildered freedman to turn. A month after the bill

" was enacted, Lee surrendered to Grant at Appomattox. Five days later, Abraham
"Lincoln was dead. The fate of the black man’s transition from slavery to liberty
now passed into the hands of a man from Tenriessee who, it turned out, did not
much favor it, :

Andrew Johnson, a spiritual and political descendant of Andrew Jackson,

‘hated slavery more for what it had done to the poor-whites of the South than to
those in actual bondage. He had favored the war because, frankly, it had “freed
more whites than blacks.” An avowed foe of the planters, the new President never-
theless soon showed himself to be an easy mark for the fallen masters of the Con-
federacy. To regain. admission to the Union and its seats in Congress, each state of
the late Confederacy was, obhged only to summon a constitutional convent10n—-—to '
-qualify as a participant one had merely to take a non-blood oath of allegiance to
_the Union or to have been formally pardoned by the President—that would repeal
its acts of secession, répudiate the Confederate debt, and abolish slavery in con-
formity with the Thirteenth Amendment. The planters and other scarcely remorse-
ful Confederates who quickly took command of the new governments saw that
this piddling business was disposed of in a fashion that ranged from pexfunctory to
_occasiondlly outright defiant (South Carolina, for example, refused to repudiate
the Corifederate debt). By December of 1865, Andrew Johnson reported to Con-
gress that his plan for reconstruction had been accomplished. Congress listened to
the President, reviewed reports to it by investigators it had sent South, and con-
cluded that neither the P1e31dentr,n01 the former Confederate States of America
understood what the war had been all about and who had won it.

Aside from abohshmg slaVery, the South would voluntarily make no provi- '
sion at all for the African Amencan His liberation had cost the plantocracy
between two and three biflion dollars, using the pre-war auction-block price per
head as the basis for calculation."That was a great deal of value to lose overnight.
The very sight of a formier §lave was reminder to his former owner that the world
had changed drastically. Those-proud heads born to command had been made to
bend. They did not like the sensation. Whites of all classes Viewed any deviation

4
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_pre~oaniy walr eron .
from the antebellum fashion of subscrvmnce as a display of impudence by the
black man and did not hesitate to beat him for it. He was,.after all, no Jonger the
property of a white man. The journalist Carl Schu1z 1epoy ted back to the Sepate:

| A Wherever I go—the strget; the sh0p,”the house

hear the people talkin such a way as:to indica

‘COI]GSIVG of the Negm ag p0ssessmg anly rights at

do not deem mu;rder, to debauch a Negrto worj

tion; to take the pr operty away from a Négro,

The people boast that when they get’ ﬁeedmen s affa ,11s in the:r own hmds tc

v wesyge-theirown expressiony: ,‘,fthemggers Will"catc e "
‘ The reason of .all this is simple and manifes

blacks their property by natural right, and how

; '1nd1V1dua1 relattons 101" masters- and slaves ha

‘or the steamboat—]

undgr the J ohnson plan gaVe the freedman the v
tion in the, Givic life of hts state Nor tid-any of tf
sions for. the education of the freedman "The I
learning would spoil a black man for hatd w01k and
thefields, it was not.readily, apparenttwho woul
* Beyond: such sins of omission, the s0- calle
d1sp1ayed theif active truculence by i mposmg a'geries of
the movertigfit and behavior.of” their former.
deswned 10 fasten the African' American;to t4
' espapq To seek mbre ‘Httractive work terms; a
. to ié'é'vé h1s old plantatmn 1§t bfa niew &
50, he. Was Hable 0 ohaf'ges of Vagr‘anoy and a
landholder, who could then comtnandrthe allé
is,cof involuntary serv;tude proscnbed by the neéwls)
- ment. In Florida, any black man fa;tlmg to fulﬁ
was impudent to the owner. of: the g;m,d he Wor_ &
‘ vagrant and pUmshed,accordmgly In Louls1an k laborer had to enter-intt
" a'VWritten contract within the first ten days of the and, having done. so, “shal
" 1of ‘Be-allowed to leave his place of employme un’uI" the fulfillment of his con' ,
nact unless by ¢6hsent of his employer .., and if they do so leave, without cause
. or petniission, they shiall forfeit all wages earned,:'t'o the time of abandonmentd
MISSISSIPPI sunply re-enactéd its old slave co, L masse. And South Carolina
as usugl, set the standard df vehemeénce for th th, No “person of color” wat
~ permitted to entel and zeside i the state unle posted a bond within twenty
days of amvmg, guaranteed by two whlte Property‘owners for $1,000 “condi
tioned for his good behavmr, and for hlS sup““ 1y black who wished to wofk
m the ‘state at-an occupatlon other than farm servant had to be especially

e

qtlernments make provi-
g view was that a little
were not available to tit!

,ucted states of the South
tightly restrictive laws-oti
'hese Black Codes ware
.‘m1sfortune he soy 'tc
twould of course have fad
lent, but the momerit he did
e fine might be paid by any
ant’s services—a form, that
ffective Thirteenth Amend:
mployment contract or whe
ubject to being declared,z
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licensed, had to prove his or her fitness for the work, and pay an annual tax rang-
ing from $10 to $100, To do farm work, a black in South Carolina had to have a
written contract, attested-to by white witnesses; failure to obtain ape before com-
mencing to work was a nnsderneanor punishable by a fine of from §$5 to $50 Con-
tracting blacks were known as “servants” and the contractors as masters » Labor
was from sunrise to sunset; servants were to be quiet and orderly and to go to bed
at a reasonable time, Masters might discharge servants for disobedience, drunken-
ness, disease, or any of a number of other reasons, none requiring corroboration,
A master could- command a servant to aid him in defense of This own person,
family, or property. The righ to sel] farm products “Wwithout having ywritten evi-
dence from such master, or some person authorized by him, or from the district
judge or a magistrate, that he has the rlght to sell such produot” was strictly
. forbidden.
Such measures, Pres1dent Johnson told the Senate with a stra1ght face in
. December-of 1865, “confer npon freedmen the privileges which are essential to
their comfort, protection, and security.” But Congress would not acquiesce in that
judgment, The South had been handed an olive branch and, in the fury of defeat,
had shaped it into a whip. A less willful people would perhaps have known what
the South had failed to appreciate: if it did not.rein-in its excessive intolerance of
 the free black man, the North would force it to do so.
v - After December of 1865, Johnson was. a President who pres1ded in name
.~only, Congress formed the powerful Joint Committee, of Fifteen-to monitor the
rest of the reconstruction: process. Its dominant voice belonged to the seventy-
three-year-old Penfisylvanian Thaddeus Stevens, a founder of. the Republican
Party, who declared that America did not stapd for S'white man’s government” and
to say as much was “political blasphemy, for it violates the fundarhental principles
of .our gospel of liberty. This is man's government; the government of all men
alike.” Lincoln would .have put it more eloquently, no doubt, and - would perhaps
- have proven a man, for.all seasons, while Stevens yas portrayed by his detractors
asa crptqhety,eld bachelor bitter over his lifelong condition as a cripple and vin-
dictive toward: the South ever since Lee’s army had destroyed.his-ironworks in
Caledonia, Pennsylvama Whether by animus or convmnon, Steyens was moved -
to drive Congress to act,

The Thirteenth, Amendment had nationalized the nght to: freedom. And it
...made Congress the instrument to enforce that right. Congress began to do so early
in.1866 by two acts of legislation—the extension of the Freedmen’s Bureau Bill
- and the first Civil Rights Act. The two acts shared a premise; freedmen were to be
protected in their “civil rights and immunities” by. the government of the United
, States and not left-to- the unmerciful ministrations of the states. In the case of the
' Freedmen’s Bureau Bill, the protection would be carried out by agents of the fed-
eral bureau; in the case of the Civil Rights Bill, by the federal courts. Nor were
those “rights and immunities” left as generalized pledges. Both of the bills con-

tained a section specifying in identical language the guaranteed rights that, when
~/ taken together, were aimed directly at destroying the plainly vicious Black Codes.

v
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Among them were the right to make and enforce contracts; the right to buy, sell, an
own real and personal property; the right to sue, be parties in a legal action, arx
give evidence; and most sweeping and basic of all, the right to “full and equal bene
fitof all laws and proceedings for the security of person and estate.” As a package
these rights embodied the basic tenet of abolitionist theory—that libel  wa
inseparable from equality—and transformed it into law,

In the profound congressional debates over the two -bills, their proponent;

‘alguéd that the Thirtéenth AMendrierit plainly mandated. that'there could nc
‘ longel be oné set of rules governing the conduct of black men and another fo

whites. Any statutéthdt was not &qitl to'all was:ah encroachment on theliberty o
Amnefitan society as a wholé, Congress was Kenceforth to be-the bulwark agains

- MsuchvmeqmuesmConsdl*vativesuieversmg"the*h‘ “gatlisrposition; now argired tha

the operation of the amendmeiithad néver beéen thought to be wider than “to cove;
the relation which existed between the master and his Negro Aftrican slave , |

and-the tirealing i of it.” Aty wider dpplication bf the amehdment, ‘the minority

“arguéd; exceedsd the power it conveyed to the federdl government and threatenec

~to alter fadically dnd irtepatibly the very nature of the federal compact; =+

But Congress'was cleaily teady to take fevolutionary steps in the federal-stat;
relationship. Both the Freedmen’s Bureau and Civil Rights bills: were passed
vetoed by President Jolinson, and passed again: over his veto, Still, the conserva

1 tivés Had made thelr point. Dotbts lingéred s tothe: consfitutionality of the radi;

* talnew 1aWs».‘Thaddbi1's Stevens and othets guiding the process of what came to bé
 called Radical Reconstrustion felt that it wes essential to place these newly wor
“rights of'the fregdman béyond: the power of congressionial ‘majorities that might

shift'ih the future, fastén a'far mofe restrictive” interpretation ‘on the, Thirteentk
Amendment, and overturn' such medsuies: as the’ Freedmen S Bureau and Civi

:nghts billsy Another Sotistitutional amendrnent wis thérefore reqited, I ulq'
"in effect'deagain whiat the thiajority in'Congréss thought it hiad done in shaping t}y

JRIRRTY
H

'Thirteehth A eriﬁment'm thé ﬁrsbpléce——glve the freed black people of Amenc;

' more explicit and’ sWeepmg and place the 11ghts guaranteed ‘beyond:dll constltu;

tional doubt. Certainlythe niew! "aniéndmenit-wag fevolutioriaryi Without ‘deubty§

~ was 'thanging the previous division of powers between the $tate and federal gow:
* eriments; Without doubt it promoted the Uriited States as ‘an intérlopei betweet

“gvery state-and 4ts ihabitants;-And without doubt-ts lariguage assertéd that.ihy

“black man was riot only fo Toriger a slave biit could not'be shurited into some inde

 tétininate 1iibo Betwesn slavety and full citizénship. Or‘June 13, 1866, Congtes

+ proposed-the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution, The first sectioh declareds

il

+ All persons’born or naturalized in the United States and subject to the j Jums
diction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State whérein the*
reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the prmt}
leges or immunities ‘'of citizens of the United States; not shall any St

~ deprive any persori of life; liberty, or propeity, without due prdcess of 1&\&

nor deny to any person w1thin 1ts Junsdlction the equal p1otect10n of the lawz

%
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The fifth and final section of the amendment gave Congress the same power {0
enforce it “by appropriate leglslatlon” as the federal legislature had recewed under
the second section of the Thirteenth Amendment. Deciding what was “apptopri-
ate” would in short order, provoke heated disagreement. Indeed, the debate has
never been settled.

The middle three sections of the new amendment were plainly and intention-
ally punitive, No former state or federal officeholder who had violated his oath to

. the Constitution by joining the late Confederate rebellion could now hold state.or

federal-office, until. Congress lg,fted the ban by a two-thirds vote at some future
date. Fmthermore and excrumatmgly pamful to many of the South’s most ardent
defenders, neither ‘the United Statés nor any state government was to honor any
debt incurred “in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any
claim.for the loss or emanc1pat1on of any slave; but all such debts, obligations.and
claims shall be, held llegal and void.” Holders of Confederate currency and bonds
were out of pocket.an estimated $3 b1lhon ‘And they would never get it back.
Added to the reported value of their emancnpated slaves and confiscated property,
the total financial bloodbath cost the South, according to a later report fo. the
House of Representatwes some $5.2 billion. For the first fifty years of the nadtion’s
history, total federal governmental expendltures had come to little more than $1 bil-
lion, The federal budget would not run as high as $5 billion in a peacetime year
until.the New Deal. The unrecoverable losses of the financiers of the Confederacy,
then, were of a stupendous proportton and left the region supme before the impend-
ing econgmic takeover by the North,

Though a constitutional amendment does ot réquire the P1e31dent s approval,
Andrew Johnson made his dtsapproval of the Fourteenth Amendment widely
known. The South did not need his advme of course, to see that the full weight og
defeat that it had so far avoided would now come cr ashing down upon it. As'if it
had a real option in the matter, ten of the éleven states in the Confederacy refused .
to ratify the Amendment that they saw as stiicidal, Only Tennessee acceded. Three
state legislatures 1eJected the amendment unanimously. The South’s defiance now

- helped: hand the Radical Repubhcans almost total control of the machinery of

government in the Umted States. In the 1866 elections, they won every state legis-
lature, every gubematonal contest, and more than two-thirds of the seats in both
houses of Congress,. thereby assurmg the palty of enough strength to ove1 come
any presidential veto.

.The new Congress went nght to w01k In March of 1867 it psssad the First

Reconstrygtion Act. The ten Southern state govemrnents that had failed to. ratify -

the Fourteenth Amendment were ordered dlsbanded the states-were divided into
five military districts, and high 01v11 and m1htary officials of the Corifederacy. were
barred from the state conventions that we1e to be summoned to pass new constitu-
tions, rat1fy the Fourteenth Amendment and——most traumattc of all for the white
South—gwe the blaok mar, the noht to vote Only when these steps had been
tions be seated agam in Washmgton Three other Re‘constructxon measures were
Slammed through in the next tWelve months to detaﬂ how the p1ocess of p011t10a1
P SEVIII ' o
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rehabilitation was to be carried out, and to leave httle to the 1mag1natlon of 1e1uc-
tant ex-Confederates, .. |
- Nothing -about the program mf unated the South more thati'thé obhgatlon to

let the freedmen vote,. It; was a step that had oaused sha1p debate in the North,

where many feared that the Afuoan Atherican would He easily manipulated by his
former master. o Jeadily. 1nt1m1dated into votmg agamst the Republican ticket,
Niniety-five percent of the blacks affer Al conld bt TeRd TS Hiassive REptblr
car election victory in 1866, however, ‘emboldenéd the shapets of Radical Reoon~
struetion! The fickleness, of il the pubhc d1d not have to be imipressed upon them..
The Repuiblican Party, if it was to retam power, nieeded the black vote) Thaddeus:
Stevens saw no sin.inadmitting as muoh “I beheve on my conscieiice, that'on the .
continued «ascendancy of [my] party depends the safety of this ‘greatnation, If

" jmpartial”—he meant Negro—' suffrage is excluded in e tebel States ther every

one of them is suge to send a sohd rebel” he meant Detnocratic—"representation
to.Congress,sand.cast, a solid. rebel electoral vote." A Democrattc Congress and:'
President.were sure to follow . : TR
. Less cand1d1y. ,aoknowledged was the stake of Northern-business interests.in
perpetuatmg Repubhcan economic policies. At Wiis Enid; the niation: was on the-
threshold of unparalleled prosperity, It had raW' rriaterlals a'Sréwitg capabihty 1o
process and manufacture thern, and a transportattoh sYStem ‘Hidging itsdror tenta-
cles in every. direction. By ] 1868 the rallroad had spanned the continerit, The Bast
ern financiers who. oont;oll.ed most of thlS frenettc activity wanted nio'barriers in

their way--suely, nothing like a1 renewal of, the rural—agranén allisnde of Southern

“and Western interests, that had. dorpmated natlonal pohtics At thie decades leaditig

up to the Ciyil War, ;I‘hus the Congress that Wwas bUSlly dismantling Andrew John-
son’s.balsawood reoonstruotxon of the South wag also usmg its newly wot power
to:enhance the mterests of Eastern money and"fhie’ rtsmg 'middls’class: thatiwas
beginning to feed off it. There were tanffs to protect ifon and wool marufdctuiets,
among others. The, rallroads were (handed enormous bountles, fhiotisatids of squiare

miles of open land on both sides of tberr trackagh’ and‘a'varisty of othef subsidies

. that, however, well rationalized as being in the national interest, wele blatdrit give-

aways. Timber, and rrpqeral nghts on federal 1ands were sold to'private enterpnses

. that paid scandalously ] little for them A new natlonal banking and ‘monetary Sys-

tem was established and a1med at provrdmg the thaximum benefit to the capital-
'supplying interests..A sound papet currency was ‘cieated ahd secured by government
bonds, and a prohibitive federal tax dtscouraged circulation of notes issued by
often nresponmble state banks. To proteot and extend such méasures; the birsiness
bloc piloting the Republican ship was persuaded flaf black Viotes weit essential.
Unquestionably, some members of the abolittomst wing of the party and ‘oth-
ers with a primarily humamtartan mterest favored *black enfrarichiSement as the
morally correct action, as the final step in the conversion of the Aftican Axierican
from 2 bondsman to truly a freedman, That the measure was more. of a political
and economiic device, and a punitive slap at the South, than the culmmatmg ritual
in the anointent of the Negro as citizen is testified fo by the Republicans’ reluc-
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ded in wrath over the hurhiliating new amendment. The

SAtmy to combat it and oversee the polling process.
Hnactment of black suffrage and laws to enforce the right

“of Radical I}pconstruction. As much as could be done

b

rted that all people regardless of race oy color were guar

i

i

1 fiad fbeen wori in ‘
%.nded three times and dozens of supporting bills had been
rovide the black man with freedom, equality, and the vote
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on refins had been verified did theparty introduce the
in February of 1869, Thirteen imonths later, it had been ratified by twenty- .
i tates, and 10 the law of the 1and were now added the words:

3 ' ater, theatres and other places of public amusement” and thatn

Originat S/ 49

?to extend the yote'to blaeks“irlx thie .1'¢§t of the nation, Not uintil after the 1868

ifteenth Ameénd- .

. ggorion 1. The yight,of aitizens of the Uinjited States to vote shall not be

on account of race,

i

spcTioN 2. The Congress shall have pqwer.vto enforce this article by

\Congress Was shortly obliged to use ifs enforcement power as the South

u Klux Klan rode .

0

’m force and other terrorist groups strick when more than 700,000 former
85 “reg.'xs#tg,red ag voters and the ﬂpwér,of Cont"ederate manhood was itself
il 4 from the polls by the Fourteenth Amendment, Toblunt the reign of fetror,
(@oiTpress passed stiff election-'enforccmentbills against the Klan and 'empov&ereq

were fhe high-water
by laws for the ek~

7o'had now been done, it was widely felt outside the South. Along, sqrgqgimes

= Jogislative fight under thie direction of Jbolitionist Senator Charles Sumner

i fassachusetts, Thaddeus Stevens’s comrade-in-arms fhrough the early stages

' eReconSlt,l‘\lCt'lQn'_dlfiVB, was necessary before Congress voted the Civil Rights _
lof 1875 under the enforcement provision of the, Fourteenth) A‘rrié‘p,dment. It -
the last plank in 2 decade of remarkable legislation that may be said fo have ‘
Tiked the frie completion of the Americdt Revolution. The new act;of 1875-

anteed “the full and

4l enjoyment of the accommodations .« of inns, public conveyances on land

o one was to be,

W% salified for jury service because of race, color, of previous condition of servi- -
46 But gumner had lost Kis fight o have unsegregated schools included among .
riéhts ‘guaranteed bY the bill. Given the rudimentary nature of the public
"Sehool system in the nation at the time, it did not seem a critical issue. So much

ust ten tumultuous years. The Constitution had been

passed by Congress '

A

As you read through, Simple Justice, take specific notes and reference page numbers,
high light quotes, and generate commentary/questions on each of the following
points/questions. The day of the Socratic seminar you will be expected fo engage
thoroughly in a discussion sutrounding one of the topics below-you will not know which
group you are in until the day of the seminar, so prepare for each. Your grade will bea

reflection of your participaﬁon/performance in the seminar.

1. Evaluate Lincoln’s intentions/motivations for Reconst;uction. .
2. What was the intent behind the 13%, 14", and 15 amendments and how Was that

intent cartied through?

3. Compare and contrast the social, political, and economi
the North and South?

A

¢ effects of Reconstruction in

tTaor dn we see federalism mgpractice during Reconstruction?



